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defend its business. As we show below, however,
Hasbro cannot arrogate to itself a monopoly in
dinosaur-converting figures. It was, after all, the
Lord, and not Hasbro, that brought the Triceratops
and Brontosaurus to this earth, several hundred

million years ago.
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Hasbro opens its memorandum by stating that its
«enormously successful ‘THE TRANSFORMERS’
series of toys has predictably spawned knock-
offs.» What is equally predictable is that Hasbro,
with $300,000,000 in sales riding on this

successful line of toys, will go to any length to
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The suit is to enjoin the performance of the
picture play, «Letty Lynton,» as an infringement of
the plaintiffs’ copyrighted play, «Dishonored
Lady.» The plaintiffs’ title is conceded, so too the
validity of the copyright; the only issue is
infringement. The defendants say that they did
not use the play in any way to produce the
picture; the plaintiffs discredit this denial because
of the negotiations between the parties for the
purchase of rights in the play, and because the
similarities between the two are too specific and
detailed to have resulted from chance. The judge
thought that, so far as the defendants had used
the play, they had taken only what the law
allowed, that is, those general themes, motives,
or ideas in which there could be no copyright.

Therefore he dismissed the bill.
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