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All day the low clouds lay above the marshes and
thin rain drifted in from the sea. Mud was deep in
the lanes and along the sea-wall; thick ochre
mud, like paint; oozing glutinous mud that
seemed to sprout on the marsh, like fungus;
octopus mud that clutched and clung and
squelched and sucked; slippery mud, smooth and
treacherous as oil; mud stagnant; mud evil; mud
in the clothes, in the hair, in the eyes; mud to the
bone. On the east coast in winter, above or below
the tide-line, man walks in water or in mud; there
is no dry land. Mud is another element. One
comes to love it, to be like a wading bird, happy
only at the edges of the world where land and
water meet, where there is no shade and nowhere

for fear to hide.
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